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The net revenues of the Government of India amount
to about 90 crores. The 'first charges' thus amount to
very nearly 80 per cent, of the net revenues. It would be
extremely difficult to secure the agreement of India if such
a large percentage of the public revenues were withdrawn
from the purview of the legislature. The point is of a vital
character, and unless a reasonable concession is made the
reforms will fail. It is in this belief that the suggestion to
throw open the reserved department budgets to the vote,
subject to power of restoration in the Governor-General,
is made in Chapter II. The effect of this suggestion would
be to reduce the 'first charges' from 72 to about 32 crores.